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Contributors - The following members contributed articles to this edition of Pigeon House 
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your details to the contributor. 

 

(14361) Julie Gullan; (14366) John Sparks; (10335) Margaret Magnusson; (14363) Ron Smith; (16409) 

Elizabeth Nowosad; (18462) Margaret Hamon; (5218) Christine Moss; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

We would like to extend a very warm welcome to our new members who have joined us in the past 6 months  

Sandy Lee Hawkshaw, Sheree Anne King, Christina Murray and Elizabeth Stayt. Also, a warm welcome to 

Elizabeth Nowosad a previous secretary has re-joined our group as an interstate member. 

We look forward to seeing you from time to time at our rooms and hope you will be able to join us on many 

of our social events when times return to some normality.   

 

We would like to thank our volunteers and also our members who have helped throughout the year even 

when our room was closed. All assistance whether it be small or large has been really appreciated.   

 

Thanks also go to our official photographers Christine Moss and Julie Gullan for their continued support.    
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From the President's Desk... 

Our lives have changed so much by the necessary 
restrictions over the past year, and although we have not 
had our room opened for much of the time our Society has 
remained strong throughout the pandemic.  Our members 
have kept in touch with one another and spirits were held 
by various means of communication. I hope you all have 
kept safe and well. 
 
 
We have had only two gatherings in the last six months and 
these were held under very strict regulations.  Our August 
AGM had to be postponed as the state was in lockdown, 
however the Committee has kept busy during these trying 
months keeping contact with members not only through 
our website but also our newsletter, The Snippets. 
 
Times have been difficult as we all know from not being 
able to visit family and friends for months on end, but I 
believe ties have been strengthened as a result. 
 
As I will be stepping down as President after our next 
election, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
our Society members for your support and assistance over 
that period.  The Society has been privileged to have a 

wonderful committee; a cheerful body of co-workers who have co-operated so well in a very friendly 
atmosphere at all times. We have had some great times together and I will be very sad to vacate the 
position, but health aspects demand it. 
 
Sadly, we learnt in the last few months that one of our Life Members had deceased. Marlene Ross, had been 
a member of the Society since 1985 and she held a number of positions on the Committee over these early 
years. Our long standing members will remember her 
fondly. Julie Gullan has a vale tribute to her in this edition. I 
had the privilege to meet her a couple of years ago at one 
of our functions…. such a wonderful, vibrant lady! 
 
It is hoped that I will continue with the Snippets and keep 
in touch with you all through my write-ups on articles.   
 
I take this opportunity to wish you all A Very Happy 
Christmas and a Wonderful New Year. 
 
 
 

Merry Christmas 
Everyone 
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A Note from the 

Editor 
Another abnormal year where 

hibernation seems more the norm 

as time goes by. Of course, there 

are very few social events to report 

and actually very little of anything. I 

for one lost motivation with my 

publicity and editor duties. I did get on with my own family history 

researching and writing. So, in that sense of lock-down during covid 

time has been a good thing as I have achieved writing many 

chapters on my ancestors which I think in other circumstances may 

have taken me many more years. 

Dennis and I also were able to get away in our campervan for a 

couple of months. A trip away can’t be done without visiting 

cemeteries, even ones I had no relatives to say hello to. 

This lone memorial was on the 

edge of the Fink River Rest area 

on Stuart Highway. 

Burke and Wills died at this spot pictured – the 

Dig Tree at Cooper Creek. It has been preserved 

in their memory. They were once buried here 

however their bodies were later 

recovered and taken to Melbourne. 

Once I started preparing this edition, I 

found I once again enjoyed the 

challenge. There may not be as many 

stories or articles as I put that down 

to the “times”. 

Happy reading 
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Vale – Marlene Ross 

Marlene joined our Family History Society on 14th July 
1985. In those early years the Ulladulla Library set aside 
an area with a table for the family history group to 
promote our society.  Marlene volunteered and, on every 
Wednesday, she was always there to guide the interested 
members of the general public with their questions 
regarding family history searches and information. The 
library was very pleased with the efforts these volunteers 
provided and so in thanks organised afternoon tea on a 
few occasions as a way of their appreciation.  
 
As time went by Marlene settled comfortably into our 
society and offered more of her time as well as donating 
many items of research in the early years.  She was 
Treasurer from 1992 until 1999; Activities Officer and 
Editor from 1999 until 2002; In 2005 she was a committee 
member and the following year took on the role of 
Activities Officer for 2006 and 2007. The photo of the ship 
and Pigeon House Mountain that graces the cover of our 
journal was organised by Marlene Ross.  She was always 
on hand to help with functions during her time with the 
society. 

 
She was made a life member in 2004 in 
appreciation of all the time and effort she had 
given.  
 
We were all very sad to hear Marlene passed 
away 19th July 2021. She was a valued member 
and will be missed. 
 
 
Marlene with another member Lorelle Lee at a 
special meeting held in 2018. 
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Various articles from the newspapers of times gone by, for 

the Ulladulla-Milton area. 100 years ago. 

 

 

Milton Police Court. BITING A POLICEMAN. 
William Josephson Patterson was charged, before local Justices, on Monday, 6th June, with drunkenness, using 
indecent language and assaulting a constable in the execution of his duty. Defendant pleaded guilty to the first two 
charges. In evidence, Sergeant Coleman stated that on Sunday evening at about 7 o'clock, defendant and another 
man were fighting and jostling in the ring usually occupied by the Salvation Army who were that evening holding an 
open-air service as usual. The men were requested to go home, one complied, but the defendant refused to go, 
and struck the Sergeant in several places, and whilst they were struggling on the ground bit him on the leg. After 
some trouble, during which time the defendant was using the indecent language complained of continuously, he 
was conveyed to the lock-up.  
The following fines were imposed, for drunkenness 5/- in default 24 hours imprisonment,  
for language £2 in default 14 days imprisonment and for the assault £5 in default 2 months'  
imprisonment. 

The Nowra Leader Fri 17 Jun 1921 Page 6 

The correspondent for the Milton paper from 
Bateman's Bay writes: More saw-mills are closing 
down, Mr. Penny has found it necessary to 
reduce the price for splitting spokes. Prospects 
of the timber industry are by no means bright. 

The Nowra Leader Fri 8 Jul 1921 Page 1 

MRS. ROBERT CONDIE. 
(AT WANDANIAN) 

Mrs. Robert Condie died on Sunday last at the residence of 
her son, in her 85th year, after a long illness from which there 
was no hope of recovery. The deceased lady was a member 
of the Loadsman family, and was the mother of five sons, 
three of whom reside here, one died in Sydney during the 
recent influenza epidemic, and the other is living in Sydney. 
About 50 years ago, Mrs. Condie and her husband, who 
survives her and is 86 years of age, settled here. At that time 
the only other settler was the Walsh family, some of whose 
sons reside here at present. During the coaching days, the 
Condie family kept the accommodation house and Post Office 
which served as a half- way house between Nowra and 
Milton, and many of the old-time travelers will have pleasant 
recollections of the hospitality of these people, for in those 
days horses were changed at the half-way house, and the 
passengers looked forward to a halt in the journey so that 
they could obtain refreshments, and a few minutes rest 
before resuming another long trip of twenty miles. How times 
and conditions have changed. The deceased was buried in the 
R. C. portion in Conjola cemetery on the 8th inst., the Rev. 
Father McDonald conducting the burial service. We extend to 
the husband, sons, and relatives our sincere sympathy.  

The Nowra Leader Fri 12 Aug 1921 Page 4 

Start Of Another Industry. 
The commencement of new industries at Port Kembla is now such an 
accepted fact that they pass without Comment. We (says the "Mercury") 
are pleased to learn this week that the work of crushing had been 
commenced at the Ulladulla Silica and Brick Works, and that the finished 
bricks will be turned out within the next fortnight. As it is only seven 
months since work was commenced in connection with erecting the 
buildings to house the plant, we congratulate the management, upon 
the expeditious manner in which the work has been carried out.  

The Nowra Leader Fri 9 Sep 1921 Page 7 

DISTRICT NOTES 
Mr. E. Millard, who for years carried on business 
in Milton as a hair dresser and tobacconist, is 
removing to Sydney.  
Mr. S. Huxley, for years butter-maker at the 
Ulladulla Central Factory, is removing to Numba, 
where he will engage in dairying pursuits.  

The Shoalhaven Telegraph Wed 22 Jun 1921 

Page 2 
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  An Albert chain is a watch chain. 
There was usually a small length of 
chain joined to the end with the "T" 
bar, to which a fob, seal or a charm 
was attached. When the watch is 
placed in the waistcoat pocket, the 

looped chain and fob-end is visible. 
 

 

 

 

Milton School of Arts/Town Hall (now Milton Library) 
Built in 1871 by public subscription as a School of Arts, it was 

designed by T.O Charter and built by John Porter of Milton. Many townspeople enjoyed educational lectures 

and lantern slide nights held here. In 1874 the newly-formed Council of the Municipality of Ulladulla rented 

space here for its meetings for several years, then moved to Wason St (east side) into a timber-lined 

corrugated iron building. In 1927 it finally bought the School of Arts and moved back in, no doubt a welcome 

improvement in accommodation. The Council then renamed it the Town Hall, changing the sign on the 

building’s facade. Money from the sale funded the building of the ‘New School of Arts’, now the Milton 

Theatre, next door. 

Internet has certainly changed the way of the past for receiving 

mail. Imagine, today having to wait days/weeks for all your mail. Yes, we do for 

some of it but the majority is sent electronically.  

  

The Postal Inspector, Goulburn. 
Sir, - ln reply to yours to date, 6th inst. received yesterday in Milton where it was forwarded to me over fifty miles 
from home, so you will see the cause of delay in reply. Wednesday as at present is the day most suitable for the 
running of the mail from Nerriga to Sassafras - Nowra, we tried Thurs day once before but it was unsuitable as we 
could not get replies to our letters by the return mail on Saturdays, as the mail for here closes on Friday's at 10 p.m. 
at Nowra, and our letters were delayed beyond all reason. You have been unfairly misled by the term "Nerriga and 
Sassafras Progress As sociation." Nerriga is some 16 miles from here, and as far as I know, I am the only member 
who represents Sassafras on that committee, and I knew nothing of the meeting that has taken the liberty to 
represent or rather misrepresent our wishes. I have lived an unbroken life here at Sassafras for over 61 years, and I 
have a very extensive correspondence, both by letters, papers, and parcels, as I have a run of some 35000 acres and 
graze thousands of starved-out-stock in the bad seasons and have been doing so from 1860 when first I came to 
Sassafras. Nerriga has six mails a week, and any day would suit them for the running of this mail, and it is 
unreasonable that they should be allowed to dictate to us as to which day our mail is to run. Mr. Holland, mail 
contractor, I understand, has bought a big crop of apples at Nerriga and is taking them down to Nowra in the mail 
coach each trip, as many as 14 cases a trip, and he is trying to get this alteration so as to spend as much time in 
Nerriga as possible, irrespective of our interests; but surely the convenience of the public should out-weigh his 
individual interests. He was quite aware of the time-table when he tendered for this mail. I most sincerely hope 
that you will not allow your judgment to be warped or misled by the injurious and unfair interference of the 
residents of Nerriga who have no interest one way or the other in the running of this mail.  
I have the honor to be Sir,  
Yours obediently,  
(Sgd.) G. U. ALLEY. 

The Nowra Leader Fri 21 Oct 1921 Page 1 

Mr. Eady Millard a life-long resident of Milton, was 
recently, on his departure, presented with a gold 
albert and pendant, and Mrs. Millard with a cheque 
as a mark of appreciation of the residents. 
The Shoalhaven Telegraph Wed 31 Aug 1921 Page 8 

There was a proposal at Milton recently to sell the 
School of Arts to the Council for a Town Hall; price 
£900. At a meeting of members last week, the 
proposal was rejected. 
The Shoalhaven Telegraph Wed 14 Sep 1921 Page 2 
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Frustration Corner 
Don’t you just hate it when you go to click on a link you have saved and someone in computer land redirects 
you to a page which displays something which includes "404 page not found" 
It worked last time you looked; you know it did. It is important that is why you saved it and now it cannot be 
found. 
The error message may appear as follows: 

 "Error 404" 
 "404 not found" 
 "The requested URL was not found on the server." 
 "HTTP Error 404" 
 "Error 404: page not found" 

The HTTP 404 Not Found response code indicates the requested resource cannot be found on the link you 
used. 
So where did it go and can I find it again? 
Pandora: The archived content collected through the PANDORA program is included in the Trove Australian 
Web Archive along with other archived web content collected by the NLA. 
All content is open and accessible to the public through the Trove discovery service. 
How do I find historical web pages? 
In order to find a page that is no longer accessible, or to view an older version of a webpage, simply go to 
https://web.archive.org and enter the web address you are trying to locate. If the page was previously 
archived, the dates when it was saved will appear on a calendar of the current year. 
Internet Archive’s Way Back Machine 
The Internet Archive has been actively archiving websites and externally hosted file-based resources since 
1996. If you have the URL for a broken web link, article, or file (such as an externally hosted PDF file in an 
online course), you can often recover the resource using the Internet Archive’s Way Back Machine 
Archive-It 
A web archiving service-collecting and accessing cultural heritage on the web includes Australian and other 
international collections Archive-It 

We wish you a happy and complete recovery 
The name, PANDORA, is an acronym that encapsulates the mission of the National Library of Australia: Preserving 

and Accessing Networked Documentary Resources of Australia. 

The purpose of the PANDORA Archive 
PANDORA, Australia's Web Archive was established by the National Library in 1996 to ensure the collection 
and long-term preservation of online publications relating to Australia and Australians. This objective 
contributes to the library’s statutory function to comprehensively collect Australia's documentary heritage. 
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Our Society Books for Sale 

TIMBER WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES OF MILTON-ULLADULLA 

DISTRICT 

The cost per book is $40.00 and is available for purchase from our 

room in the Ulladulla Civic Centre. You can also order by emailing. 

The Postage would be an extra charge – see below. 

 
PIONEER REGISTER-PRE 1920 
The cost per book is $5. A postage 
charge would be extra if needed – see 
below. 
 
$15 cost for Postage and handling. 
Postage packs are able to take up to 3 
copies for the $15.00. The price 
includes GST where appropriate.  For 
further details on how to purchase 
these books please contact our 
secretary, by email: 
secretary@mufhsi.org or look on our website. 

 
 

 

   

We welcome stories, articles, book reviews and other 

items of interest from our members for publication in 

Pigeon House Tidings. Articles for the next issue are 

required by the end of April 2022. Please email to our 

secretary and she will forward to the Editor. 

 

mailto:secretary@mufhsi.org
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THE LIBRARIAN’S CORNER     

From Marg Magnusson  
 
It has been a somewhat quiet 

time this last half of the year. 

We were in lockdown for 

most the time, so no new 

books or CDs came in to be 

catalogued. 

We did purchase a new scanner and it will make it easy for us to scan 

the local newspapers that we have as it scans the whole page. 

A project for next year and when the papers are scanned, they will be saved 

on a memory stick and will go on file with our other resources. 

It will mean we won’t have to go through our boxes of newspapers to find a 

small article. 

Christine my wonderful assistant will be organising that with a little help from 

me in the new year.   

LOOKING BACK at our library section we have come a long way in the six 

plus years we have been in our room at the Civic Centre. We now have three 

large fully stocked shelves one is double sided; one is for CDs and micro Fisk 

and two for books. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above 2 photos were taken 6 years ago when we first moved into 
our room in the Civic Centre. 

 

Our room today 
November 2021 
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My Cuddly Grandmother 
Story by Christine Moss Member No:5218 

 
My Grandmother. I called my Grandmother Big Mumma, or 
Mumma for short, she was born Sylvia Lila Pitty on 5th 
February, 1892 at Wolumla near Bega.  
 
Her Father's family originally came from Duxford, 
Cambridge, England. My grandmother was the first of 
thirteen children, three of whom were born after my 
mother.  
 
My grandmother was the slave of the family and even after 
having her own children she was expected to help her 
mother with her second family with washing and 
housework. ln fact one of Grandmother’s baby sisters 
called her 'The Washer Lady", which infuriated my mother.  
 
Mumma's father was a coach builder and as a child my 
grandmother would stand with a candle in the barn while 
her father was painting the fine lines along the rims of the 
wheels.  
 
We took my grandmother back to Candelo. She pointed out 
the house where she once lived. We also visited the 
gravestones of her great grandparents. She was thrilled to 
bits.  

 
Mumma came to Sydney with her 
family by Steamboat (maybe from 
Tathra) where they settled in the 
fishing village of Botany. Mumma 
married Alex Thompson who 
belonged to a fisherman family 
and he himself was a fisherman 
and later on worked in the 
Tanneries in Botany. The house 
where they lived almost faced 
Botany Bay and before the sewer 
pipes were put in, the tide from 
the bay would sometimes flood 
the streets and would go through 
some homes.  
 
Living close to the airport you 
could walk along the shore line of 
the bay or along the sewer pipes 
and you were at the airport. One 
day there was excitement at the 
airport as Bert Hinkler landed his 
plane and the whole Thompson family were there. My mother & her sister got into trouble for climbing into 
the cockpit of the plane.  
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 Mumma was very clever with her hands and would stand outside 
of Grace Bros at Broadway at the display windows and memorise 
needlework. She would then come home and reproduce it. I still 
have a sample of her school work which must be over 107 years 
old. She also embroidered a shawl which had a peacock on it. 
Mumma use to go to the 
Botanical gardens to sit and 
watch the Peacocks and 
copy the work onto the 
shawl.  

 
Mumma was heavily 
involved in the 
Rechabites and would 
decorate the halls at 
the Ball with paper roses she had made. The debs would 
make their presentation to my grandmother.  
  
Going out my grandmother would wrap my hair up with 
stockings to get the Shirley Temple curls and would pull so 
tight that my eyes were like a Chinese. When I cried, she 
would say 'You big bully".  

 
At Christmas time my grandmother would 
come camping at Burrill Lake with us, 
however my father had to work until 
Christmas Eve, so I would be looked after 
until Mum & Dad came back again. 
 
When she was very ill with cancer, she said 
to my mother "If only I was at Burrill. I know 
I would get better again. I loved my 
grandmother; she was so cuddly. She died 
when I was 15 years old. 
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THE ULSTER CONNECTION – IRISH SETTLERS IN THE MILTON ULLADULLA DISTRICT 
Part 3 – Port Jackson to Garden Hill, Wollongong 

Story by Margaret Hamon, Member No:18462 
 
The arrival of the ‘Susan’ at Port Jackson on a fine, clear day in February 1839 must have been exciting for 

the Murray family after their long sea voyage. Sydney town would have been bustling with people anxious to 

look for relatives and friends aboard. Circular Quay was surrounded by wooded hills and an occasional 

building. When the Murrays finally disembarked, they were able to explore the town itself. Whitewashed 

cottages and two storeyed houses were spread out along the streets, most with their own gardens full of 

colourful flowers, vegetables and fruit. Parrots with exotic plumage and other native birds would have been 

seen flitting among the trees. Convicts in chain-gangs, however, were still to be seen working on the roads or 

on the erection of new public buildings; transportation was still a couple of years off cessation.  

New South Wales at this time stretched from Cape York in the north to Wilson’s Promontory in the south, 

with the westward boundary with Western Australia two thousand miles away. It was a vast area for the 

governor, Sir George Gipps, who had only been in the job a year, to administer. Gipps’ predecessor, Sir 

Richard Bourke, had established a bounty system to attract labour for the rapidly growing colony. This 

operated up to 1840, and Charles Murray was one such bounty emigrant whose Certificate of Entitlement 

made no mention of a sponsor, stating merely that he was ‘brought out by Gov’t’.  

Two brothers, Henry and John Osborne, were major landholders in the Illawarra at that time. It was their 

practice to go to Sydney when a ship was due to secure suitable labour. Whether the Murrays had some 

connection with the Osbornes back in Ireland, or whether they were chosen when the ship docked, is not 

known. Whatever the case, Charles quickly found himself with a job making bricks as piece work for Osborne 

properties. Henry had the larger place, Mount Marshall, of 2,560 acres. Henry’s brother, John, also needed 

labour for his Garden Hill property.  

The family would have been accommodated in the immigrant barracks for a short time before commencing 

their journey south. What did they expect to find there? Certainly nothing like the Wollongong we know 

today. According to Mrs Atchison, who arrived there with her family as a small child in 1838, ‘Crown Street 

was like a bullock track through the bush’. Where Wollongong is today was then heavy timber, with about a 

dozen settlers’ houses erected in the bush. First, though, they had to get there. The overland trip was 

arduous, but luckily for the Murrays the Illawarra Steam Packet Company had recently been established, 

offering the prospect of far more pleasant journey.  

Although we have nothing directly from the Murray family about this time, other travellers left accounts 

which shed some light on Wollongong at this time. One was Margaret Menzies, who, with her husband 

Robert, arrived in the colony a few weeks before the Murrays. They travelled overland from Sydney, via 

Liverpool, Campbell Town, and Appin, a journey of several days. Margaret remarked on the drought and the 

resultant rise in price of staples such as flour. Lady Jane Franklin was another who wrote of the area. She 

commented on the churches – Church of England in the Bishop’s school house, Presbyterian in the Court 

House and Catholic in a wooden chapel at the back of Kennedy’s Inn. As Catholics, the Murrays would have 

attended Sunday Mass at Kennedy’s Inn. Indeed, the Catholics had quite a presence in the area. On 13th 

October 1840, the foundation stone for St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral in Wollongong was laid. Nine years 

later, it was completed.  

Education would have been a priority for the Murray family, and their fellow Irish emigrants living in the 

area. Lady Franklin noted that a school ‘on the Irish plan’ was being erected in Wollongong in 1839. This 

referred to a system of education initially propounded by Gipps’ predecessor, Governor Bourke. It is likely 

that the younger Murray children obtained some years of education at this school after their arrival at 

Garden Hill.  
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Henry Osborne and his wife, Sarah Marshall, had emigrated from Co. Tyrone, and it was no accident that a 

great number of the Irish who settled in the Illawarra area came from the Counties of Tyrone and 

Fermanagh. A lot of this was down to another Osborne brother, Alick, who travelled in the Colony during his 

naval career. He inspired his brothers, Henry and John. John, a doctor, made three trips with convicts before 

bringing out his wife and six of his seven children (the eldest, Archibald, was already resident at Garden Hill). 

These gentlemen were given generous grants of land and paid bounties to sponsor emigrating married 

couples. Alick also wrote glowing accounts of life and conditions in the Illawarra which circulated in the 

Northern Counties.  

 By 1841, one of the most densely populated estates in the Illawarra was John Osborne’s Garden Hill estate, 

with 159 people living on 640 acres. John let the land on ‘clearing lease’ terms. One such clearing lease 

tenant was Charles Murray. (Nothing more was mentioned about the brickmaking). What was involved in a 

clearing lease tenancy? It was an arrangement to cope with the fact that the area was heavily wooded. Each 

tenant was given an area of about thirty acres rent-free for six years. They would build a shanty made of slab 

or cabbage-tree, with bark or cabbage-tree roof, earth floor and no windows. A large wooden fireplace 

stretched the width of the room, protected by stones. The fires were of great logs over which hung pots and 

camp oven, suspended from an iron cross bar. The cabbage-tree palms were also useful for making hats, 

which became the standard headwear for every man and boy in the district. The clearing itself was very hard 

work. At first, the vines and undergrowth had to be removed sufficiently to secure a proper fall. For men 

unused to swinging an axe from daylight to dark there would have been plenty of blisters and sore muscles. 

Charles was lucky he had sons to assist 

him, although it is possible some of the 

older children worked for wages on other 

properties. As soon as a small area was 

burned off, it was planted with wheat, 

maize, potatoes and turnips. Then the 

work began again on the next patch.  

Working at Garden Hill, the Murrays 

would have earned £10-15 an acre. 

Possibly the boys, working as agricultural 

labourers, could have earned £25-35 and 

the girls as house or dairy maids £20-25 a 

year. Over time, having this secure 

employment and adequate wages for 

each adult member of the family would 

give them the ability to save money for 

each Irish immigrant’s ultimate goal – 

land of their own.  

Reference: Joan Murray Dawes, From 

Ulster to Ulladulla.   
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THE ULSTER CONNECTION – IRISH SETTLERS IN THE MILTON ULLADULLA DISTRICT 
Part 4 – Pioneering in the Shoalhaven 

Story by Margaret Hamon, Member No: 18462 
 

Charles Murray’s son James was the first of the family to move to the Ulladulla area. He had worked on the 

Osbornes’ properties and possibly in the course of this work he travelled on the earliest packhorse and bridle 

tracks which linked the agricultural land to ports from which produce could be shipped to Sydney.  

One of the ‘ports’ was ‘Boat Harbour’ as Ulladulla was known then. It serviced the rich farming country seven 

kilometres north where the Reverend Thomas Kendall had taken up land in 1828. Gradually, other settlers 

took up land there also. The ‘settlement’ was difficult to approach from land, with every obstacle possible to 

prevent settlers reaching it – rivers, lakes, swamps, creeks and gorges. Despite these difficulties, there was a 

major incentive for the Murrays to start over again at Ulladulla – the opportunity to acquire land of their 

own. This was probably the inducement James used to persuade his father, Charles Snr, and other members 

of the family, to move to Ulladulla. This seems likely to have happened between 1847 and 1849. Certainly by 

1849 in a Shoalhaven Directory, appears an entry, ‘Charles Murray Snr – Conjola – Farmer. The eldest 

daughter, Mary, however, didn’t accompany the family as she married John McCarthy in Sydney in 1847 and 

they lived for a while in Wollongong before moving to live in the Nowra area. There was no town of Milton 

at this time; it did not come into being until 1860.  

It is not known for sure whether Charles and his family were initially squatting on land that they intended to 

buy when the time was right, or whether they were managing a farm belonging to Thomas Surfleet Kendall, 

a son of Rev. Thomas Kendall. A clue to this possibility is that a sale of land was held at Broulee on 25th June 

1851 and at it ‘Charles Murray of Darling Forest’ purchased fifty acres in the County of St Vincent near 

Ulladulla (Lot 24). Handwritten on top of the deed were the words ‘Deed prepared at farm of Charles 

Murray’. At the time, Thomas Surfleet Kendall owned the farm in that area called ‘Darling Forest’, named as 

a compliment to a previous Governor, Sir Ralph Darling. Governor Sir George Gipps later officially made the 

grant on 30th June 1840. Thomas Kendall and his family were living at Darling Forest from 1838 until 1844, 

when they went to Kiama. Whatever the situation, Charles Murray was there at the right time to buy land. 

The free granting of land had been abolished in 1830, and land was now sold at a flat rate at regular public 

sales.  

This first fifty acres (lot 24) has since been identified as the landholding subsequently called, for many years, 

‘Avondale’ Ulladulla. This initial purchase was followed by others. At a Sale of Lands held in Wollongong on 

3rd September 1851, Charles purchased fifty acres in the County of St Vincent near Conjola Creek at the cost 

of fifty pounds. This land is possibly the land that eventually went to his eldest son, James. Charles was on a 

roll now, as only two weeks later at another sale of land at Broulee ‘Charles Murray of Ulladulla’ purchased 

another 105 acres for one hundred and five pounds in the County of St Vincent at Big Swamp near Ulladulla.  

These purchases of various parcels of land were all in the area known as ‘Armstrong’s Forest’. The Murrays 

set up dairying and other farming here. Cedar – until it was all cut out – fruit, vegetables, wheat, cheese and 

butter were the main sources of income for the pioneers. Charles’ son, Philip, married in 1853 and James 

shortly after. Charles conveyed some of his land to each of them. He was to do the same for his youngest 

son, Charles Jnr, when he married in 1856. This land, originally known as the Duck Hole, was later named by 

Charles Murray Jnr as ‘Avondale.’  

There was no stopping Charles the Elder now. He added to his growing land holdings by purchasing four 

more lots, two around Bunnair and Gooloo Creeks, and two near Currowar Creek. Dairying was the principal 

form of agriculture, and family stories relate that the Murrays were dairy farmers in the early days. Dairying 

was much more labour-intensive in those days, with all the cows milked by hand, using the labour of anyone 

who could be roped in to do it. The milking was usually done in slab bails with dirt floors, bark or shingle 
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roofs, wide verandahs’, and cobblestone yards. In addition, there was butter and cheese-making and crops 

to be planted and harvested. History records that Irish immigrants were thankful for the decision they had 

made to immigrate and were happy to assist relatives left behind. This was especially so when news of the 

devastating potato famine that struck Ireland reached Ulladulla.  

When news came to James Murray of the deaths of his sister and her husband back in Co. Fermanagh, he 

decided to sponsor their five orphaned children to the Colony. He paid £22.10 towards the cost of their 

passages. This ‘chain migration’ was quite common in the Shoalhaven, as in other parts of NSW. Murrays’ 

orphaned nephews and niece arrived on 2nd October 1855 and eventually they joined their pioneering uncle 

and cousins at Armstrong’s Forest. The extra labour would have been welcome, and it gave the McGee 

children a better opportunity in life.  

A word may be timely here about ‘Armstrong’s Forest’, as the name no longer exist on maps of the area. 

Following a petition in 1873 for a post office by the residents of ‘Armstrong’s Forest’, Percy Hale Sheaffe, 

another Irish immigrant, proposed that if the post office was granted it be named Yatteyattah. ‘Armstrong’s 

Forest’, he explained, was named after a stockman, and was no longer a forest. He proposed the name 

revert to the native name of Yatteyattah, meaning Waterfall. He pointed out that Yatteyattah, of four 

syllables and ten letters, was simpler than Armstrong’s Forest which required sixteen letters.  

The waterfall at Yatte Yattah (as we spell it now) was a popular place for picnics. Picnic parties were one of 

the forms of recreation enjoyed by people of the district. Concerts were also a welcome diversion. Many 

newspaper cuttings exist attesting to the musical and singing talents of Charles and Susan Murray’s 

grandchildren. It is good that this tradition is being maintained by the Stewart family of Yatte Yattah to this 

day, although on hold while their house is rebuilt after the 2019 bushfire and the coronavirus pandemic. 

Hunting was also pursued by the men, with many of them becoming crack shots. This no doubt provided 

meat for the pot and contributed to their becoming useful members of the locally formed Ulladulla 

Volunteer Rifles years later. This militia unit was formed as the result of fears of invasion by Russia and 

France.  

After a hard-working and productive life, James Murray was able to leave his children with the Irishman’s 

dream – many acres of their 

own fertile land. He died on 

19th June 1872 at the age of 80 

years. Susan lived a further 

five years. Both were buried at 

the Roman Catholic Cemetery, 

Armstrong’s Forest, which no 

longer exists today.  

 

 

Reference: Joan Murray Dawes ‘From Ulster to 

Ulladulla; the Murray Family from County Fermanagh, 

Ireland’, 2014.  
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Hunting for Grandfather 
Story by Elizabeth Nowosad Member No:16409 

 
Edwin Coomer was not your real father, Grandmother Eleanor announced to her daughter, Betty, not long 
before she died and refusing to divulge the real father’s name, took this information to the grave with her.   
This bombshell, relayed to me shortly before my mother Betty died, left me short of a genetic maternal 
grandparent on my family tree when I, too late to cross examine older family members, started working on 
the family tree. 
 
In the hope of tracing my missing grandfather, I sent off to have ancestry DNA testing. The first success I had 
through DNA matching was to find my paternal half siblings.  I knew they existed, knew their surname, had a 
lot of information about their parents and knew roughly where they had grown up, so had always expected 
to be able to find them. But none-the-less the DNA match to my half niece and unfolding of the connection 
between us was very exciting and I have written about this elsewhere. 
 
But the nameless grandfather was another matter.  And a lucky DNA match would be my only hope. 
Recently I received a new 2nd or 3rd cousin DNA match to CherylF, and my hopes were raised that this time I 
could be lucky.  Cheryl had moved to Brisbane from Cape Town and we were able to meet, however initially 
we could not find any ancestor names in common.  And then my (half) first cousin Cindy with whom I share 
the above-mentioned grandmother, told me she had a received notification of a DNA match to the same 
Cheryl. So that I thought was that, obviously Cheryl was related to us on maternal grandmother’s side. 
But nothing is obvious in ancestry and certainly nothing can be assumed without some fairly direct proof and 
even then, there seems to be no way apart from DNA testing of really knowing who the real fathers are! 
 
When I relayed to cousin Cindy the names that meant nothing to me, she immediately responded with 

excitement that 2 of the 
names were rife on her 
family tree. And sure 
enough when delving 
further, we found that 
Cindy and Cheryl are 
related via Cindy’s mother 
and Cheryl’s father.  Now 
this threw a spanner in the 
works as my maternal 
grandmother is Cindy’s 
paternal grandmother, so 
then how is Cheryl related 
to me? Maybe we have 
found missing grandfather 
after all.  
 
Family lore now comes into 
play.  On my side of the 
family, we have the story 
that a grandmother of my 
non-grandfather Edwin 
Coomer, was Dutch and 
had been raised in an 
orphanage.   
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Extraordinarily, Cheryl’s Dutch great grandmother was raised in an orphanage.   
It now seemed very likely that Cheryl’s mother could be the link between us and we started to delve into 
finding more information about this side of her family.  Another cousin whom Cheryl contacted for details 
then came up with yet another bombshell. Cheryl’s maternal grandmother was Florence Coomer, a sister to 
Edwin, my supposedly non-grandfather!  A WOW moment!   
 

3) Eleanor married Edwin six months after 
Betty was born.  We are talking 1918, when to be an unmarried mother was a terrible crime! 
 
4) There is a lot of activity on Ancestry involving this branch of the Coomer family.  And at least one of the 
people working on a Coomer tree has had her DNA tested and I am not only not getting a match with her, I 
am also not getting any matches at all with any Coomers or Coomer ancestors 
And if indeed I am not a Coomer descendant, then we have another delightful family oddity. My cousin 
CherylF probably is a Coomer descendant and genetically related to the person I always thought was my 
grandfather, whilst I am probably not. 
 
So, the hunt for my maternal grandfather continues, but I have high hopes that we may have located a Dutch 
side to my family, for DNA indicates that I am 47% Scottish and 38% England and Western Europe.  
  

The immediate assumption is of course that Edwin is 
my genetic grandfather after all.  So maybe I am a 
Coomer! But on reflection, maybe not.  
 
Why not? There are four reasons: 

1) Why would grandmother Eleanor have lied to 
my mother? She was not senile, was an 
intelligent woman with full faculties, a gifted 
pianist, still playing the piano, still doing the 
Times crosswords, still writing long intelligent 
letters to me.  She died not of ill health per se, 
but of complications following surgery. 

2) After Eleanor’s marriage with first husband 
broke up, she went to live with Edwin’s 
mother’s family.  So, Edwin’s family and 
Cheryl’s mother’s family were certainly known 
to each other and hence to Eleanor.   

This chart is the part of my family tree showing the Coomer CherylF connection. 
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My Search for Susanne’s Ancestor in Australia 
Story by Ron Smith Member No:16409 

 

The family story of a European Ancestor in the Colony of Sydney Town circa 1840. It was written in 2010 

from information supplied by a granddaughter born about 1870. 

This is the story of a man who became a respected blacksmith and weigher of gold in 

Sydney town between 1860 and 1885. Proving the accuracy of his tale has been a 

challenge of major proportion. Here is my version of John Maroc’s journey of survival in 

the British frontier colony of Australia. 

When John died in 1890, his death notice states that he was born in 1800 and died at 

age 90 years. The family said that he was born in Bordeaux France. There is no proof of 

this being true. Others have claimed he was born in 1803-1805, again without proof. 

He married in St. Mary’s Church (now St Marys Cathedral) in 

May 1843. His bride was Eliza Nugent who signed her 

certificate with her mark suggesting that she could not read or 

write. Other researchers have identified a person of this name 

being his bride. Further investigation shows that a different 

person of this name was married in the same church in the 

same year to another man. Tracing her story has shown that 

she is definitely not our John Maroc’s bride as this Eliza could 

read and write and had the same parents identified upon her 

death and in her new name. 

So, would the real John Maroc please step forward. 

There is no record of any Jean (John) Maroc arriving in the Colony. 

John and Eliza had two of their children baptised with their own names spelled in different ways including 

Mereau and Moreau. Nugent was also variously spelled. Police records show similar spelling of his first-born 

son’s name when he was charged with failing to support his wife. 

WAS JOHN MAROC A CONVICT FROM CANADA WHO WAS BANISHED FOR LIFE FOR A THEFT OF RIBBON 

(Third Offence)? This man’s name was Jean Baptiste Moreau, born Quebec Canada in 1800 and tried in 

Ontario Canada in 1834, transported 1836. On arrival he was said to be uneducated. He was a French-

Canadian convict on the ship “Wellington 5”. There is no record of his assignment as a convict. He was 

pardoned but never collected his papers. He did not marry in this name; he did not die in this name and 

apart from a three month spell in Maitland Jail in 1860 does not appear in the records located to date. 

Canadian records have shown a person named Jean Baptiste Moreau, born Quebec 1800, joined the British 

Military and fought against the French and the Americans in Ontario between 1811 and 1815. He then 

deserted at age 15 years. The records show that deserters took their uniforms with them and may have been 

an interesting keepsake. Could this Jean have been discovered when he was still living in Ontario and when 

desertion was a capital offence? 

If so, a sentence of banishment for a minor offence would be a survivor’s option. 

As a former combatant of the British Forces, he may have been able to slip through the system when he 

arrived in Sydney Town in 1836. This may explain why there are no records of this convict after his arrival, 

the only exception being his Certificate of Freedom which was never collected. 
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Could it be that this is another case of hidden history of the Colonisation of Australia? 

I have contacted the family historian who most emphatically denies any possibility of the above story being 

even remotely likely. We may never know the truth, but I will keep looking until there is no stone left to turn 

over. 

Next stop Maitland Gaol where there is a Family History 

Society operating, I hope they have more local knowledge of 

this person’s story. Why was Jean Baptiste Moreau 

incarcerated for three months in Maitland in 1860? Are there 

more records to find? Why did a French sea-captain prosecute 

Jean Baptiste Moreau in 1876? The family story as written 

states that one of John Maroc’s daughters refused to marry a French sea captain because she did not like his 

beard. As with most research enquiries, each answer produces more questions.  

I have also found a possible candidate in the name of Eliza Nugent. 

Elizabeth Nugent, convict, arrived on board the ship “Margaret 3”. 

She was 40 years of age when arriving in 1840. A widow from Dublin 

who left behind 4 male children. Their fate and names are not 

known. This Elizabeth could read but not write. She received her 

Ticket of Leave in 

1844 and Ticket of 

Freedom in 

September 1847.  I 

believe this is 

possibly Jean’s bride 

having found no other likely person. The bride, and two 

witnesses, signed with their marks in St. Mary’s Church. 

If this hypothesis is true, then John and Eliza Maroc would 

have been of the same age.  A little late in life to bear six 

children before Eliza (Nugent) Maroc died in 1855. Her death 

record gives her age at death as 36 years suggesting birth 

around 1819. 

In the meantime, I have messaged a researcher in Canada, 

who has lost track of Jean Baptiste Moreau born 1800 

Quebec Canada. Wouldn’t it be nice to find there is a 

connection? 

Can I find another candidate in the name of Elizabeth (Eliza) 

Nugent born c1819?   

I am still looking. 

The search continues. 
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An Advantage of Being a Twin 
Story by Julie Gullan Member No:14361 

 
Leo & Lin Mills sons of William and Alice Mills were born 9th February 1908 in Tailem Bend South Australia. 
They were the sixth and seventh children of their parents. Ten children in all were born to Alice and William. 
There were also another four children from Williams first marriage who were also part of this large family. 
Unfortunately, William died c1916 and left his family in a poor state. Alice had no means to support the 
family. She was unable to feed and care for all the children on her own. Hence, in a desperate state Alice had 
to place the younger children into the state orphanage. 
 

The focus of the times was on WWI. Women were doing all they could for the boys who were away fighting. 
There was not a lot of thought about those having a difficult time at home. Thus, for the Mills family, it was a 
matter of doing whatever you could to survive. Sunday, 16th July 1916 was a very sad day for the Mills as the 
children said goodbye to their mother and some of the older brothers and sisters. Leo and Lin along with 
their younger brothers Ben and Pat left their home for the orphanage, hoping this would only be a 
temporary measure. Alice could see no alternative at that stage. Leo and Lin, identical twins, were only 8 
years of age. 
  

The children had a hard time at first adapting to all the rules and regulations of the orphanage as it was so 
different from the family life they had left behind. The State Orphanage records show the four children were 
discharged from the orphanage on 2nd September 1920. They had all been fostered to various families and 
there was no further contact between any of them. 
 

Leo did not conform with State home living as he absconded many times. He also got involved with the 
“wrong” people and got into trouble with the law. Being a twin did not automatically keep you from being 
separated from your partner. There was no thought about how difficult this could be for the boys as they 
had done everything together. Life was so unfair in those days for these children. Leo was continuously 
moved from one foster parent to another. He could not settle down to family living or perhaps he was 
treated by his foster family as an outsider? 
 

When Leo was only 13 years of age, he ran away from the foster family he had been with for a few months. 
He was found a few days later, on the evening of Friday 23rd September 1921 hiding in a nearby paddock. 
In 1923, aged 15 years Leo had a warrant out for his arrest in Adelaide.  By this stage he was about 4ft 6in in 
height of a slight built with dark hair which inclined to be curly. His eyes were brown and he had a freckled 
face. On 20th December 1922 he had absconded from his foster parent, Charles Mills at Waikerie. He was 
also wanted for larceny. 
 
Both boys were known to run away from their foster homes. They may have been in search of each other, or 
even trying to get back to their mother and family home. 
 

By the time Lin reached the age of 16, he had grown in height to be 5 foot. His hair was black and his eye 
lashes were also described as being black. He was a small built boy with a dark complexion 
with flat features. He was charged that on 11th May 1924, at Georgetown, as he had unlawfully 
absconded from his foster parent Evan Mumford. 
 

Oliver Miels, who was the step brother to Leo owned a ’Fred Jarvis’ navy-blue serge sac suit, a 
heliotrope colour shirt (pink-purple colour), 14 inch neckband and a pair of size 6 black leather 
shoes with pointed toes, having a total value of £12. 3s 6d. On 13th or 14th December 1925, 
Oliver put a complaint to the police stating his clothes had been taken and he implied it had 
been Leo who had taken them. Leo had decided he wanted to have some new clothes so 
ditched his old ones and walked out of the home feeling very smug. Leo was described to the 
police as 18 years of age, 5 foot 5 inches in height and a thin build. He had a very dark 
complexion, black hair and brown eyes.  
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Leo committed further crimes and was caught many times over the next few years. The crimes included shop 
breaking, larceny, stealing of clothes and drunkenness. His sentence ranged from a few days up to 18 
months hard labour. By 1935 it was reported he was 5 foot 8 inches in height and of a medium built.  
 

By 1939 Leo had turned over a new leaf. He had decided doing the wrong thing and being in goal was not 
what he wanted to do for the rest of his life. So, when WWII broke out Leo joined the Army and later the 
RAAF. He was living in Victoria at that time. 
 

By 1934 Lin had relocated to Queensland. He married Thelma Fanny Goff on 17th August 1934. By 1947 he 
was a wharf labourer living at Breakfast Creek. 
 

In early January 1947 a friend of Lin’s was out and about one day when he noticed a person who was so like 
Lin. He was positive this person had to be a brother as they were so alike. He was sure there could be no 
mistake. The next day when he saw Lin, he mentioned the sighting. Lin thought he was joking, as the boys 
had not been in contact for over 26 years. After further discussions, he too was positive it was not a mistake. 

 

Lin was able to track down where Leo was staying.  Their first 
meeting, after so many years was remarkable. Not only were 
they identical, they also wore identical clothes and hats. 
At the time these articles were printed, Clara, one of the sisters 
who was living in South Australia saw her brothers’ picture. 
She was 
delighted and 
then she had 
another surprise. 
Hearing a knock 
at her front door, 
and wondering 
who it would be 
as she was not 
expecting guests, 
opened it and 
there stood 
another brother, 
Pat. They had not 
seen each other 
for 30 years even 
though, 
unbeknownst to 
each other, lived 
only a few miles 
apart. 
 

By 1960 after being discharged from the air force, Leo met 
Grace Butler who had been previously married. Grace did not, 
or was unable to get a divorce, so legally the couple could not 
marry until 1987.  
 
Leo died 6th July 1988 aged 80. Grace died 29th July 1991. They 
were buried at the Drayton and Toowoomba Cemetery. 
Lin died 15th July 1976 and Thelma died ten days later. They 
were laid to rest 
at Toowong 
Cemetery. 

TWINS PARTED 26 YEARS. 
Mr. Lin Mills and Mr. Leo Mills, twin brothers, 
met yesterday for the first time in 26 years. 
Mr. Lin Mills, wharf labourer, who lives at 73 
Sandgate Road, Breakfast Creek, said to-day 
that the meeting following a chance remark by a 
friend who told him he had seen the brother.  
Lin Mills thought he was joking as he and his 
twin had not met since he was 12. He 
investigated, however, and found his brother Leo 
celebrating his recent discharge from the R.AA.F. 
A " Telegraph " reporter who sought an 
interview with the brothers to-day, found they 
had gone out together. 
The Telegraph Brisbane Sat 11 Jan 1947 Page 3 
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THE LATE MR CHARLES LAWRENCE  
Few figures were more familiar in the community than that of the late Charles Lawrence, who died of influenza, at 
East Milton, on the 17 instant, after a few days illness. The deceased was born in England in 1828. At an early age 
he entered the Imperial army, and we understand smelt powder for the first time on the battle fields of the Crimea; 
taking his share of the trials and hardships of that arduous campaign, so graphically and vividly described by the 
great Kinslake; whose "History of the Crimean War" is a masterpiece of historic, detail; nothing seems to have 
escaped his penetrating vision or keen research. Charley had many stories to tell of the blunders and heroisms of 
that stirring time, but always dealt with modesty and reserve on his own share in those heroic exploits, which 
wreathed the bay of an undying renown on the brow of the British soldier; and none acknowledged this more readily 
than the gallant antagonists with whom he was so unfortunately brought into conflict. 
"The British are lions' led on by Asses" with the comment of the Russian foe as he noticed unwieldy masses of men 
burled precipitously and in defiance of the ordinary arts of war against unassailable and impregnable positions. But 
fortune favours the brave, and he emerged unscathed from the deadly conflict which yielded little more than a gory 
blur to many a gallant brave. On the proclamation of peace in the latter end of 1855.56 his regiment returned to 
England, and subsequently took part in the Māori war in New Zealand. It was here that the superiority of colonial 
troops was first bought into public notice. The Imperial officer in command of the regular troops insisted on 
marching his men straight into the hearts of his enemy's country, skirting a dense belt of forest land; on being 
expatriated with by a colonial volunteer, who pointed out the danger of being out booked (we believe it was the 
late, ever to be lamented Von Tempkey) the Imperial Marinet in charge of H.M. troops, reported in a spirit of 
haughty defiance - What! Would the Māori’s dare to attack Her Majesty's troops? — ''I think it rather likely,' was 
the quiet rejoinder. He was, however, promptly silenced by a stare of official insolence. The sequel, however, proved 
that the warning was well timed, for scarcely had the troops bivouacked for the night, than a withering fire was 
opened out upon them from a hundred quarters at once, and from an unseen foe; the wily Māori keeping well in die 
shadows of the somber bush, whilst the men of the idiotic British commander lay well out in the open — a well-
defined target for the swift winged messenger of death, supplied another and "noble army of martyrs to the stupid 
principle of British conservatism which, like the ill-fated Bourbon dynasty,—"learns nothing, and forgets nothing." 
Subsequently the British troops were finally and forever withdrawn from New Zealand, during the regime of 
Governor Wild, and. the work of subjugating the country was left to the colonial troops, who speedily made, short 
work of it. Mr. Lawrence was married in Maoriland to Miss Martha Mayo, and had a family of nine children, five 
girls, and four boys, most of whom are now married, and settled in houses of their own. He subsequently 
accompanied his regiment to Australia, and after visiting' Melbourne, Tasmania, and Queensland, took his 
discharge at Brisbane, and retired into private life. He finally settled at Ulladulla, where he remained to the day of 
his death. Many years ago, Mrs. Lawrence died, and was buried in the Church of England cemetery at East Milton, 
and the very last act of his life was to call on the rector of the parish the Rev. J. Hornby Spear, and place a 
subscription his hand for the refencing and clearing of that cemetery. During the later years of his life, Mr. Lawrence 
associated himself with the work of the Salvation Army, and he became an enthusiastic and active member of that 
organization working as actively in its raids on sin and the devil as he had formerly with the colors of his regiment. 
His cheery and well-known figure will be missed by that body, especially in its open-air work; but his works will 
follow him. 
Peace to thy ashes warrior, brave! Thou art nobly fallen; not on the blood-stained field of war, not amid the shouts 
of the victor, or the groans of the vanquished, but amid the scenes of a finished course; at the arena of a well-fought 
fight against sin of the world and the devil, there hast thou fallen 
"And hast more laurels won 
Than grew upon Thermopylae, 
Or bloomed on Marathon." 
The Ulladulla and Milton Times Sat 28 Sep 1901 Page 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All by chance:  
Charles great granddaughter was born and raised in Sydney. She 
moved to the Milton area recently as her son, Charles great great 
grandson had already relocated from Sydney to Mollymook.     
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Wheatley Hutton Lennox was the son of 

Alexander and Mary Lennox 

Alfred Thomas Bryant was the son of 

Thomas and Matilda. 
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A FAMILY TREE THAT FELL IN MILTON 
By Ron Smith Member No:16409 

 
The researcher was looking for the resting place of a young family member. From the record of his death, it 

was found that he had died tragically in the district of Milton. As a boy, aged about ten years. His job was to 

collect firewood around the farm for use in cooking and heating. The period was the 1880’s, the weather 

was calm, there was plenty of wood beneath the gumtrees, so the lad set to work collecting and carrying 

kindling and branches for the family. Did he know that eucalypt trees were known as “widow makers”? 

Possibly not or, the information had not been absorbed into his young mind. The result, a falling limb struck 

and killed this lad as he set about his daily task. A tragic end to this sad tale. Not so! 

After 140 years had passed, his distant 

relatives sought permission to see the 

gravesite in Milton. The burial is in the 

grounds of the Congregational Church. It is 

now in private ownership and permission 

was granted for the family members to 

come on a particular Saturday to pay their 

respects. The grounds were well tended, 

the gravestone was clearly visible, 

everything was in readiness. As the visitors 

approached Milton, the weather was 

clear, the winds were benign, a limb fell 

from a nearby tree cracking the headstone 

clean through. A message from beyond? 

Who knows? This was “a family tree with a 

story of its own”. 
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Meanings for a few old occupations 

Clay Puddler: lined canals with a watertight material known as puddle, which is 
based on clay. Layers of puddle were built up at the bottom of canals. The material 
had to be kept wet to remain waterproof.  
 
Cloth Lapper: a textile industry worker who transferred yarn between machines. 
Chaser: an engraver. 
Chevener: Embroidered silk stockings. 
 
Cooper: A cooper is a person trained to make wooden 
casks, barrels, vats, buckets, tubs, troughs and other 

similar containers from timber staves that were usually heated or steamed to 
make them pliable. Journeymen coopers also traditionally made wooden 
implements, such as rakes and wooden-bladed shovels. 
 
Copeman: 17th century term for a travelling merchant or trader. Sometimes 
refers to a horse dealer. 
Ealdorman: The Chief Magistrate of a Shire. Working under control of the King, 
he commanded the army for the area under his control. The word comes from 
the phrase 'Elder Man'. 
Earer: another term for a ploughman. 
 
Fletcher: made arrows. The name derives from the fletching’s attached to the 
shaft of the arrow in order to stabilise flight. The term Fletcher may also refer to 
the medieval occupation of the person who supplied arrows to bowmen.  
 
 

Exchequer: a tax collector. It 
was also the name of a 
British government 
department responsible for the collection and the 
management of taxes and revenues; of making payments 
on behalf of the sovereign and auditing official accounts. 
It also developed a judicial role along with its 

accountancy responsibilities and tried legal cases relating to revenue. 
Exciseman: collected tax on imported goods. 
Executor: executes a person's last will and testament. 
Executrix: the term for a female Executor, who executed wills and testaments. 
Expressman: a wagon driver who delivered parcels and mail. 
Flint Miller: worked in the pottery industry, shovelling flint into mills. 
Grocer: dealt in dried comestible goods, such as tea, sugar, spices, pepper. 

Groom of the stool: wiped the King’s bottom.  A high status occupation. Also known 
as Groomer of the Stool. 
Groom Porter: an office at a Tudor court. Operated a 
gaming hall with facilities such as cards, dice, bowling, 
billiards, tennis. 
 Relict: a survivor or widow. 
Spinster: an unmarried woman or girl of marriageable 
age. Derives from the original meaning of a woman 

who spun wool at home for a living, thereby living independently of a man. 
Spirit Merchant: sold wines and spirits.  
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This chart could be very 

useful when transcribing 

old wills, certificates etc 
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Creating Text Boxes for a Word Document 

Before creating a text box make sure your curser in your document is approximately where you want to 

insert it. If you were, for example on the first page in your document and you scrolled to the last page 

without clicking on that position, the text box will open on your first page. 

 

To create a text box – go to insert and click on Text Box.  

 

The text box will drop down selections of what you would like to insert. For this exercise we will select the 

simple one – the first one. 

Once your text box has opened you can either copy and paste your text into it or type what you would like. 

Now click on the text 

box and at the side a 

small square will appear 

– click on this and it will 

drop down for you to 

position your box. If you 

select the first box this 

will allow you to move to 

where ever you like in 

your document.  

There is another box 

below this – you can 

either have your box 

move with the text and 

fix it to this position on 

the page. While you are 

working on your 

document it is easier to 

have it moveable. 

 

Inserting pictures into your document.  

This is similar to using text boxes. Once your picture has been inserted – click on it and again you will see the 

layout option appear. Now select the first one as this allows you to move the picture as you wish. 
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Now you want to play around with your picture – it may not be 

clear enough or it may be too dark 

 

Click on the picture – Click on ‘format’ and then ‘correction’ 

When you click on correction a drop-down menu will appear. 

This is where you can play around with light dark and clarity of 

your photo. 

  

 

Here under format, you can also change its size, add borders and colour etc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Have fun practicing  
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Coffee and Chat 

Our social mornings have been a hit over the past few years. 

John, our president suggested we have a social get-together 

morning tea by supporting the local cafes. Many of our 

members look forward to the outing. Unfortunately, our outings 

were limited during this half of the year – no need to mention 

why!! 

 
18th May 
2021 at 
Dukes 
Milton. A 
bright sunny 
day 
requiring 
umbrellas. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

13th June at Mollymook Golf Club – a 
venue enjoyed by all 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

20th July at Mollymook Golf Club – 

with so much laughing and 

chatting. 
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 Special Event Days 

Our members meeting on 11th August was well attended. It may 
not have been a special event but it sure did feel like it after 
months locked away. To make it feel a little more special we hired 
the auditorium as we needed extra space to spread out. 
 
The new fashion of the day was worn by most. Can you recognise 
yourself here – a bit of fun! 

 

 

My goodness these masks are tricky to get on!!!! 

 

Prior to re-opening our door on 10th November, the committee met for a catch up 

lunch at Ocean Vibes in Ulladulla. It was a very wet day but good to see all who 

could attend.  


